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Of Modes and Manners in Japanese Ink Painting: Sesshu's Splashed Ink Landscape of 1495.

Lippit, Yukio' lippit@fas.harvard. edu
Art Bulletin. Mar2012, Vol. 94 Issue 1, pS0-77. 28p.
Article
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The article discusses 15th-century Japanese Zen Buddhist monk-painter Sesshi Ty, focusing on his 1485 ink painting
“Splashed Ink Landscape.” The author focuses on splashed ink painting in the Japanese medieval pericd and how it fits into
Zen monastic culture. The author traces scholarship on Sesshi ToyS's painting beginning in the 1930s, including Shimao Arata's
1990s work on the painting. Specific topics includs postic inscriptions added to the painting by Zen monks, ink painting as part
of the history of East Asian painting, the painting as part of the pictorial culture of the Gozan, or Five Mountains, group of
Buddhist temples, and how the painting relates to its poetic inscriptions

"Department of History of Art and Architecture, Harvard University, 485 Broadway Avenue, Cambridge, Mass. 02138
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This is ink from the heavens, with an evening glow. - Keijo Sharin

Endlessly fascinating are the landscapes that emanate from the tips of inebriated brashes. -- Shadjo RyOtd
Painters, too, must pass on their robes and alms bowls. -- Ten'in RyOtaku
From the inscriptions on Sesshi's Splashed Ink Landscape, 1485

Few works of medieval Japanese ink painting have received the atiention and admiration accorded Splashed Ink
Landscape, painted in 1495 by the Zen Buddhist monk-painter Sesshid Toyo (1420-15067) (Fig. 1). Its widespread acclaim
can be attributed in no small part to the way in which it showcases pictorial qualities unigue to the medium of ink painting,
particularly the loose virtuosity and wondrous economy with which it suggests an unlocatable and eremitic waterside vista.
‘While scratchy traces of brush hairs convey a sense of swift execution, its ink is mostly applied in a planar rather than
linear manner, pricritizing wash over stroke; only a token number of brushstrokes are mobilized to delineate figures in a
beoat, rocfiops beyond a fence, a wine tavern banner, and tree branches. Varying gradations of ink layers are fused to
conjure a naturescape whose ambiguous vasiness is out of keeping with the painting's diminutive scale_[1] The resulting
image appears half-birthed out of the enigmatic ether, capiured in the midst of its own becoming.

The seemingly unconsummated, intuited nature of Splashed Ink Landscape has led many commentators to view Sesshid's
painting as embodying or pictorializing the principles of Zen Buddhism. According to this understanding, its unrestrained
inkwork: is the index of an enlightened artistic subject and somehow illustrative of satori, or spiritual awakening, at the very
moment of its happening. This soteriologi-cal reading is further emboldened by the presence of a reflective preface
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