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Intreduction: Mona
no awane This article addresses the activation of assthetics through the examination of an acute sensitivity to melancholy and time permeating the literary and pictorial arts of Japan. In

2 Postin Exile medieval court circles, this sensitivity was activated through a pervasive sense of aware |, a poignant reflection on the pathos of things. This sensibility became the motivating

force for court verse, and through this medium, for the mature projects of the ukiyo-e 'floating world picture' artist Katsushika Hokusai. Hokusai reached back to aware
One Hundred

Foats sensibilities, subjects and conventions in celebrations of the poetic that sustained cultural memaories resonating classical lyric and pastoral themes. This paper examines how
oe

this elegiac sensibility activated Hokusai's precccupations with poetic allusion in his late representations of scholar-poets and the unfinished series of Hyakunin isshu uba-ga
etoki . "One hundred poems, by one hundred poets, explained by the nurse'. It examines four works to explain how their synthesis of the visual and poetic could sustain aware
thermsas and tropes over time to maintain a distinctive sense of this aesthetic sensibility in Japan.

Classical and
Bucolic Ideals
A Poetics of
Means:
Maintzining Keywords: cultural memory; Hokusai; ukiyo-e; poetic allusion; nostalgia: mono no aware
Conventional
Practices of the
Fast Introduction: Mono no aware
Conclusion Howr can an aesthetic sensibility become an activating force in and through poetic and pictorial amalgams of specific cultural histories and memaries? This article examines how
_— the poignant aesthetic sensibility of mongo no sware (a 'sensitivity to the pathos of things') established a guiding inflection for social engagements of the Heian period (784—
aferences R . . . . - .
1185CE) Fujiwara court in Japan. Its pervasive presence in Japanese culture survives to the presant day. It can be provoked through observations on the passing of youth and
beauty, and in ephemeral motifs of seasonal change, or snow,. moon or blossoms (Shirane, [18]). This aesthetic consciousness generated sensifivities, informed codes of social
intercourse and attitudes fo nature, and most especially. it shaped the refined literary themes of the Heian age. A sensifivity to sware repestedly provided the generafing impetus
to (and was, in turn, sustained by) the composition of medieval short verse {waka), and the word itself appears no less than 1018 times in Murasaki Shikibu's {c. 978-c.1014 or 1025} court novel Genji

Maonogsfar (Morris, [14]). For the nineteenth century artist Katsushika Hokusai (17601349, the aclivating force of sware sustained through poedry provided the motivating themes of two late-carser
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